Press kit

SOS, we have collided with an iceberg
M/S Hans Hedtoft, January 30th, 1959

The personal story of the greatest tragedy in Greenlandic
maritime history, told by the grandson of one of the 95
passengers who lost their lives on the cold stormy night of
January 30th, 1959, when M/S Hans Hedtoft - on its
maiden voyage - allegedly hit an iceberg

BACKGROUND
This is the first film about the greatest maritime tragedy in the history of Greenland, told from the
personal perspective of a grandson who has spent his adult life searching for a lost grandfather. On a
cold and stormy night in January 1959 ninety-five people from all walks of life lost their lives off the
coast of Greenland when M/S Hans Hedtoft - on its maiden voyage - allegedly hit an iceberg.
The main character of the film, Per Kunuk Lyberth-Lynge, is the grandson of renowned Greenlandic poet
and member of the Danish parliament at the time of his death, Augo Lynge. Augo Lynge had been very
active in his rejection of using ships to commute back and forth between the former colony of
Greenland and mainland Denmark, but nonetheless his warnings were ignored ironically ending with his
own death as he was a passenger on the M/S Hans Hedtoft as it went down on January 30, 1959. Per
Kunuk has, almost like an obsession, researched the specifics surrounding that faithful night as the
unsinkable ship hit an iceberg, and his conclusions are clear: the ship could not have gone down where
is was supposed to have gone down.
The film gradually opens up to a world of sorrow which has been inherited through the generations all
the while excerpts from the morse communication carries the story forward to its inevitable conclusion:
"We are sinking..."
Beneath the personal story lies an equally true but untold story of how ignorant colonialism ended up
leading to the sinking of the unsinkable ship - an event that would have great repercussions within both
Greenlandic and Danish societies.

PRODUCER’S INTENT
The first film about the greatest maritime tragedy in the history of Greenland. A personal
story of personal loss, despair, and ultimately hope.
On January 30, 1959 ninety-five people from all walks of life lost their lives oﬀ the coast
of Greenland, and yet much of the coverage in the media at the time and to this day has
focussed on conspiracies, passing the blame, and the societal consequences of the
tragedy of M/S Hans Hedtoft.
With this film I hope to avoid all grandiose chatter and noise and instead focus on the
personal story of the tragic events, told by a close relative of one of the people who lost
their lives. This is a story of sorrow, perseverance, and hope. A story that needs to be
told and remembered.
A special thank you, Per Kunuk Lyberth-Lynge for your willingness to cooperate on this
project and for your vital knowledge and input during the planning of this shortfilm.
And thanks to Small Time Giants for the inspirational music, and being willing to letting
your song be part of this little project.

SPECS:

•

Genre:
DOCUMENTARY SHORT

•

Length:
12 MINUTES 31 SECONDS

•

Aspect ratio:
1.85:1 - 1998x1080 or 1920x1038 (screener)

•

Sound/language:
STEREO/DANISH (ENGLISH SUBTITLES)

•

Filming format/camera:

•

DIGITAL, H.264/CANON XA 35
Projection formats:
DCP OR QUICKTIME FILE

MISC:

•

Featuring:
ALL HOPE ABANDON, BY
GREENLANDIC INDIE-ROCK
BAND SMALL TIME GIANTS.
THE SONG ALSO DEALS
WITH THE TRAGEDY OF M/S
HANS HEDTOFT.

•

Funding & equipment:

ORIGINAL PHOTOS BY
ERLING DAHLGAARD
COURTESY OF NARSAQ MUSEUM

THE DIRECTOR
Award-winning shortfilm director and producer.
Educated from the university of Aarhus Inuk has
been involved in several marketing-/shortfilm
productions as well as being an active member of
the film making community of Greenland, Film.gl.
As an indigenous filmmaker he has a focus on
aesthetic images and personal stories that touch
on the identity, history, and culture of the
Greenlandic Inuit people.

SELECTED FILMOGRAPHY
2006 - The Bottle Cleaner
2007 - Greenland Adventure Race
2018 - Home
2019 - Hedtoft
2020 - In the Shadow of the Tugtupite

Inuk Jørgensen

FAQ:

•

English title:

HEDTOFT

•

Filming location:

QAQORTOQ, GREENLAND

•

Filming date:

JULY 2019

•

First screening: (SNEAK PEAK)

NUUK INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

•

Premiere:
DECEMBER 4TH, 2019 - QAQORTOQ,GREENLAND

•

First Award:

BEST SHORTFILM NUUK INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

•

Up-to-date-screening history:

www.inuks.dk/Hedtoft

@hedtoftfilm
www.inuks.dk/Hedtoft

